
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRS
Dear Students,

We wish you a very Happy New Year, and we hope your Winter quarter of 2021 is off to a good start.

The previous year presented us with unprecedented challenges that compelled us to confront turmoil and

turbulence in our daily lives. While there are many reasons to feel optimistic about the new year, we are

reminded that many of the challenges of 2020 still persist.  Consistent with what numerous public health

experts had foreseen, we continue to grapple with the significant surges in COVID-19 cases, and,

unfortunately, deaths, across the country including, most pronouncedly, in our very own Los Angeles

County. It is therefore of vital importance that all of us follow the public health guidelines being issued by

state and local officials and the UCLA administration on a daily basis. While the development and

delivery of COVID-19 vaccines are being cheered across the world, please continue to practice the

recommended safety measures. We must be responsible out of consideration for our own health and that

of our fellow citizens.

As if pandemic-related distress was not enough, it was enormously upsetting to witness the reprehensible

events unfolding in our nation's capital with an attack on democracy itself. The peaceful transfer of

power has been a hallmark of American government for more than two centuries, and beyond

recognizing voting as a civic right, our instinct as statisticians is to view vote-counting as a scientific task

that should not depend on personal political leanings.  What Chancellor Block wrote to the campus

community bears repeating: "At UCLA, we believe in the same set of values that sustains our country as a

functioning republic: a commitment to treating one another with respect even when we disagree, to

making decisions based on evidence, and to using rational debate in place of destructive violence.

Guided by these values, our country will overcome this painful episode."  By honoring these principles as

individuals, we can all contribute to ensuring that the UCLA Department of Biostatistics lives up to a

community ideal that we rightly expect in civic discourse.

While we are not oblivious of the many challenges that 2021 will throw at us, we remain immensely

optimistic about the future. The profession you have chosen is more relevant than ever. Biostatisticians

continue to perform cutting-edge research and contribute to society. Many students, faculty members,

and alumni have actively participated in developing methods to enhance our understanding of COVID-19

and its spread.  In line with efforts to eradicate disease, research by members of the Department of

Biostatistics family has also contributed to formulating policies to eradicate social injustices.  From

designing clinical trials in pharmaceutical companies and helping technology companies address Big

Data challenges to helping government agencies confront climate change, ambassadors affiliated with

our department are at the forefront of solving problems in science, business and public health.  And to

this end, we are especially pleased at how research by our students continues to be recognized and

rewarded through fellowships and grants from within UCLA and beyond.      We are especially thankful to

the BSA for their several initiatives including, but by no means limited to, this newsletter. These initiatives

have helped enrich the student and faculty experience in our Department, and indeed, we look forward

to reading the rest of the Winter 2021 Newsletter as a window into the wonderful activities unfolding in

our midst. We reiterate our commitment to the well-being of our students and to supporting the BSA's

initiatives, and we wish all of you the very best throughout the quarter.

Sudipto Banerjee, Chair

Thomas R. Belin, Vice Chair
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Crystal Shaw 

-- NIH/NIA Ruth L. Kirschstein Predoctoral Individual National Research

Service Award

Fellowship granted to predoctoral individuals for research training in health-related

areas. Crystal's project, entitled "Link, transport, integrate: a Bayesian data

integration framework for scalable algorithmic dementia classification in

population-representative studies", aims to enhance the use of population-

representative studies to monitor trends and study disparities in Alzheimer's disease

and related dementias.

Damla Senturk 

-- Elected American Statistical Association (ASA) Fellow

For "methodological contributions in semi-parametric modeling and functional data

analysis, innovative applications in neuroscience and other allied disciplines, outstanding

teaching and mentoring, and exemplary service to the profession".

Sudipto Banerjee 

-- Elected American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Fellow

-- Elected President of the International Society for Bayesian Analysis (ISBA)
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AWARDS & HONORS

GRANTS

Congrats to ...

And to ...

UCLA BIOSTAT RESPONSE TO COVID
Xiong, D., Zhang, L., Watson, G. L., Sundin, P., Bufford, T., Zoller, J. A., … Ramirez, C. M. (2020). Pseudo-likelihood
based logistic regression for estimating COVID-19 infection and case fatality rates by gender, race, and age in
California. Epidemics, 33, 100418. https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1016/j.epidem.2020.100418

Seven students and two faculty members collaborated on a method to estimate infection and case fatality rates
using aggregated data. 



To keep up-to-date with all of our events,
please visit our website and subscribe to our
Google Calendar: https://ucla-bsa.netlify.app/

Week 1: 

Week 2: 
1/13 -- Alumni Career Panel (Industry)
1/15 -- Trivia with a Twist

Week 3: 
1/21 -- Open BSA Board Meeting 
1/22 -- MS Thesis Info Session

Week 4: 

Week 5: 
2/1 -- Coffee with the Chairs

Week 6: 

Week 7: 
2/18 -- Open BSA Board Meeting
TBD -- Alumni Career Panel (Academia)

Week 8: 
2/26 -- Student + Faculty Social

Week 9:
3/5 -- Coffee with the Chairs

Week 10:

Happy New Year, fellow biostat students! We realize that 2021 started off with
some unique challenges, but we are hopeful for the future and confident that we
will come together as a community to support one another through these
unprecedented times. We were encouraged by the online community students
built through slack last quarter and by the online events that gave us an
opportunity to connect virtually. We also appreciated the feedback students
provided informally through those events. BSA's goal is first and foremost to
create the best student experience in the department. To this end, we've added
two board positions to better meet the needs of our MPH and first-year students!
We are grateful to have Milan Filipovic (First-year student rep) and Lillian Chen
(MPH student rep) join the BSA board.

To facilitate increased and open communication between biostat students and
the BSA board, BSA will be hosting open board meetings once a month and
posting all notes from our bi-weekly meetings. Please join the #bsa-feedback
slack channel to stay up-to-date with our meeting announcements, zoom links for
open meetings, and updated meeting notes. We want to hear from you so that
we can better serve our student body! Our first open board meeting is Thursday
January 21 @1pm-- we hope to see you there!

Lastly, we are excited to announce an increased focus on professional
development events this quarter. Though we would all much rather meet in
person, there are advantages to the online platform that have allowed us to plan
events that would otherwise be more logistically challenging. Join the #events-
biostats channel for all our event announcements.We wish you all the best for a
happy, healthy, and productive quarter!

Emilie Campos and Crystal Shaw, BSA Co-Presidents 

Upcoming Events
BSA UPDATES
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In order to represent the needs and interests of all students in the department, two
additional positions were created: 1st year rep and MPH rep. Therefore, we want to
welcome: 

Lillian Chen, MPH repMilan Filipovic, 1st Year Rep

Additions to the BSA Board

If you're interested in
helping plan events
or participating on
committees, please
attend one of our

open board meetings! 

https://ucla-bsa.netlify.app/


Anderson, C. E., Whaley, S. E., Crespi, C. M., Wang, M. C., & Chaparro, M. P. (2020). Every month matters: longitudinal

associations between exclusive breastfeeding duration, child growth and obesity among WIC-participating children. Journal of
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Baele, G., Gill, M. S., Bastide, P., Lemey, P., & Suchard, M. A. (2021). Markov-Modulated Continuous-Time Markov Chains to

Identify Site- and Branch-Specific Evolutionary Variation in BEAST. Systematic Biology, 70(1), 181–189.
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Chang, Anna Marie; Hollander, Judd E.; Su, Erica; Weiss, Robert E.; Yagapen, Annick N.; Malveau, Susan E.; Adler, David H.;
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Journal of Statistical Software.
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